
Reactions to the Summer of 2022… 

‘Since 6 August 2022 we have had a completely different calendar at home. Everything is described 
as “so-and-so much time before or after VacStuds”. W has made so many friends and learned so 
much during this month. She felt completely at home at Mary Hare and now she misses her friends 
and the Vacstuds atmosphere very much. I have an impression that her stay in Newbury was a 
transforming and life-changing experience for her. All this would not be possible without you, so I 
would like to thank you once again for making it possible for my child. You can be sure that W 
appreciated every second of her stay at VacStuds and her heart is in Mary Hare.’ (A parent) 

‘VacStuds is the prototype of what the world should be. It is a place where there is friendship, love, 
happiness, where we pull for each other and try to get the best out of others and where they get the 
best out of us. It's a place where differences are something to be proud of and are what make us 
special.’ (A student) 

‘I have had a life-changing experience on the course. My own mother, who attended the school 
several years, had told me about the wonders of Vacational Studies, but I could have never imagined 
how astonishing the experience was until I took part in it. I believe that the main aspect that 
motivates me to write this letter is the love I have for the whole place, experience and people.’ (A 
student) 

‘It was my first time and it was truly the experience of a lifetime. It showed me how to be more 
mature, independent, and to be able to connect through my English with people that now I couldn’t 
imagine not forming part of my life. I loved every moment being in Vacational Studies.’ (A student) 

‘I wanted to thank you very much for the incredible experience that (my children) have had at 
Vacational Studies this summer. They really enjoyed it very much!  And this is the first time after a 
camp that they already asked us to repeat next year.  Thank you again!’ (A parent) 
 
‘I had the best summer of my life and I am counting down the days to VacStuds 2023. At the start of 
the Course, I was very anxious about meeting loads of different people, however my 
perception quickly changed. Throughout the course I made lifelong friends and I will never forget the 
people I met at VacStuds and my time being UK Rep for VacStuds 2022. I would like to thank you for 
giving me this amazing opportunity.’ (Our UK Rep, of course…) 
 
‘I really enjoyed my time at Vacstuds, way more then I would’ve ever expected.’ (A student) 
 
‘I think I have significantly developed in many ways. My leadership skills have improved throughout 
the course, but more importantly, I feel I have been able to support others in their work and self-
development in various ways. The ability to work out issues both within yourself and others at the 
course is a skill I find essential, and it is one of the most difficult skills to develop. However, I think 
this year has led me to truly appreciate the challenge and reward that comes with putting on an 
event for fellow youths, supporting ungdom finding it difficult to adjust, as well as being a part of a 
winning team dynamic.  With the encouragement and support I have received at VacStuds this 
summer, I hope to further develop them in the future.  This year has been like no other, I have never 
once been left with this much self reflection, joy and awe as I have after this month at Vacational 
Studies.’ (A student) 

‘Both (my children) had a magnificent time - it was for them a fantastic month meeting so many 
positive-energy people from so many countries, great activities, staff, and on a fantastic place. Epic. 



They are still intensely in contact with their international friends now.’ (A parent – and former 
student) 

‘T has had the most incredible experience at VacStuds 2022. He has surprised us all and most 
certainly himself. He hasn’t stopped talking about all sorts of experiences and the wonderful people 
he met.’ (A parent) 

‘V came back enthusiastic, grown up, matured, happy.  Not that I had any doubts but…one never 
knows: we are all different.  His first phrases when back were: “it was the best month of my life” and 
“I want to go back”.  As parents I cannot think we could ask for more. This is the Magic of VacStuds 
all over again.’ (A parent – and former student and staff member) 

‘He is absolutely happy and his English has clearly improved.  He has already decided that he is going 
to return next year, so you can count on him.’ (A parent) 

‘We would like to let you know that I came back very happy from Vacational Studies. She enjoyed 
very much the activities, the trips, the friends, the hot chocolate. And says she wishes to come again 
next year.  Thank you for having taking care of her. It was not easy for her to be away from home but 
the experience was very good. She progressed a lot in English. The note in the parent's page about 
homesick was VERY useful for us. You have used the perfect words. In fact, everything is perfect in 
Vacational Studies. Since the first email to the last document we just received about I. You are doing 
an amazing job - The stamps are just beautiful.  We are very impressed by the way everything is 
organised. Tomorrow we are going to Monaco and will have dinner with F. It will be the occasion for 
I to share this fantastic experience she had in Mary Hare with a former student...’ (A parent – and 
friend of a former student) 

‘Thank you so much for the best summer ever, friends for life, experiences, knowledge and 
important lessons.’ (A parent) 

‘Thanks for another great month at Mary Hare.  With the enforced break meaning returning 
students were at a minimum, I wasn't entirely sure how this year would compare with the previous 
ones but it was incredible. The young people seemed to absolutely love it, and almost every single 
one of them that I spoke to told me they plan to come back again next year.  I also felt this was the 
most cohesive and unified the teachers and sports/social staff have been in any year since I started 
in 2013.  Having a group of teachers who were so willing to be involved in the sports and evening 
events was fantastic - not just as extra help for the staff team but for the perception the students 
had of the course. It created a sense of community between everyone, regardless of who they were 
or what their role was.  2023 is already up and running online and as always, I’m already looking 
forward to it.  So, thanks again, and see you back at Mary Hare in 11 months.’ (A staff member) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


