
Diary – 20 May 2023 
 

20 May 2023 

The talk is about how AI will take over from us so, now that it costs me about £1000 for each 
Apprentice who has become a paid member of the sports staff  to work in the UK, I asked ChatGPT 
this (admittedly leading, but truthful) question: ‘A 300 word article by Vacational Studies on how sad 
it is that Cameron's ill-advised referendum and Johnson's Brexit lies have made it expensive and 
difficult to enable its talented EU students to obtain short-term work visas in the UK.’ 

Here is what it said: ‘ 

Introduction: Vacational Studies, an esteemed educational institution, expresses deep sadness over 
the repercussions of the ill-advised Brexit referendum led by former Prime Minister David Cameron 
and the subsequent misleading claims made by Prime Minister Boris Johnson. These actions have 
resulted in costly and arduous processes for enabling our talented EU students to obtain short-term 
work visas in the UK, hindering their opportunities for personal and professional growth. 

The Consequences of the Referendum: Cameron's decision to hold the Brexit referendum without 
fully considering the potential consequences has had far-reaching effects. The vote's outcome has 
not only divided the nation but also created significant challenges for EU students studying in the 
UK. The promises of increased control and benefits presented during the campaign have proven to 
be empty rhetoric, leaving many EU students feeling betrayed and disheartened. 

Falsehoods and Difficulties: Prime Minister Johnson's subsequent administration perpetuated 
misinformation, further exacerbating the difficulties faced by our EU students. Promises of an easy 
and smooth transition, including streamlined visa processes, have been shattered. Instead, our 
talented students are burdened with expensive and time-consuming visa applications, healthcare 
surcharges, and legal complexities. 

Lost Opportunities for Talent: The detrimental impact of these actions is not limited to bureaucratic 
hurdles. The UK is losing out on the immense contributions that EU students can make to its 
economy, society, and culture. By creating barriers and diminishing the freedom of movement, the 
UK is deterring talented individuals from seeking short-term work experiences that would have 
benefitted both parties involved. 

A Call for Change: Vacational Studies strongly urges the UK government to reconsider its approach 
and acknowledge the profound consequences of its decisions. We advocate for a fair and accessible 
visa system that recognizes the talent and potential of our EU students, enabling them to contribute 
to the UK's academic, cultural, and economic prosperity. Transparent and honest communication is 
crucial to rebuilding trust and fostering an environment that embraces international talent. 

Conclusion: The regrettable Brexit referendum, coupled with the misleading claims made by political 
leaders, has had a profound impact on the ability of Vacational Studies' talented EU students to 
obtain short-term work visas in the UK. We mourn the lost opportunities for personal growth and 
professional development and implore the government to reconsider its approach. By rectifying the 
consequences of these ill-advised decisions, the UK can once again become an attractive destination 
for international students, fostering a vibrant and inclusive environment that benefits all.’ 



I couldn’t agree more… 

(I have also written (not via AI) to our MP about this nonsense.) 

        IGM – 20 May 2023 

 

25 April 2023 

The effects of the ridiculous Brexit referendum continue to bite.  I have been interviewed to be a 
‘sponsor’ for work visas so that those excellent and motivated youngsters who climb to the top of 
our VacStuds ladder and become Apprentices can work for us as sports staff.  The interviewer was a 
young woman tasked with typing the answers to the scripted questions she read out to me.  ‘Speak 
slowly and clearly’ were the instructions.  I complied.  Her fingers slowly tapped at the keys.  The 
transcripts were sent to me for approval.  ‘They don’t make sense’ was my response.  I sent them my 
own transcript of what was said.  Can’t change the text’ was their response.  They agreed to add my 
text as additional information.  I was granted ‘sponsorship status’.  So limited are the reasons to 
allow non-Brits to work here, even for the 28 days I have requested, that I have had to designate 
them as ‘skilled workers’ at £200 per visa.  Their skill, of course, is knowing how VacStuds works, but 
that would cut no ice at the Home Office, so their declared skill is the ability to translate from English 
into their own language for children who need it. 

Now I read there is a book due for publication on 4 May.  Here is a commentary on it.  ‘A 
“distraught” Boris Johnson declared “we’ve got no plan” when he realised Vote Leave would win the 
Brexit referendum, a new book claims. 

Mr Johnson, who is widely credited with delivering the slim majority for Brexit, is said to have walked 
around his living room “looking ashen-faced and distraught”, muttering: “What the hell is 
happening? ... Oh s***, we’ve got no plan. 

“We haven’t thought about it. I didn’t think it would happen. Holy c***, what will we do?”. 

Anthony Seldon, who has written books on the Downing Street years of every British leader from 
Margaret Thatcher to David Cameron, has with Raymond Newell turned his pen on Mr Johnson.  

The authors said Johnson at 10: The Inside Story, to be published by Atlantic Books on 4 May, draws 
on conversations with Westminster insiders and those close to arguably the most influential man in 
British politics for decades. 

An extract published in The Times on Monday covers the hours and days after the Brexit victory. 

George Osborne, Mr Cameron’s chancellor and a member of the Remain camp, is quoted as saying 
Mr Johnson’s approach to the referendum was “1,000 per cent cynical”. 

“I think it was a straight calculation,” said Oliver Lewis, who was Mr Johnson’s Brexit adviser in No 10. 
“He reckoned it was win-win. ‘If I come out for Brexit and we lose, I position myself as a hero 
Eurosceptic, from which I can win the leadership at the next contest. If we win, then I’ll be clear 
favourite for prime minister.’’ 

This is very much what we already knew,  Everyone who has had any connection with that man has 
become worse-off as a result.  Not only does this apply to his former wives and the husbands he 
took them from, but now the entire population of the UK and the world. 



 

        IGM – 25 April 2023 

21 October 2022 

In order to complete the ‘student progression’ that is part of VacStuds, we need to be able to 
employ our best youngsters (of whom there are many) in sports/social posts, first as Apprentices, 
then as staff.  Until the ghastly Johnson-created Brexit happened, we could do this.  Now, EU/EEA 
workers have to get a visa and this is not easy. 

On 8 September, I met our local MP, Laura Farris, to discuss the importance of reciprocal short-term 
UK:EU/EEA work opportunities for young people.  It was a fruitful discussion.  A few minutes after 
we finished, the Queen died, so I wondered if it would be forgotten in the aftermath, but no, I have 
just received an e-mail: ‘Further to your meeting with Laura, I am writing to confirm that Laura has 
written to Tom Pursglove MP, Minister for Immigration regarding short-term visas for paid work 
experience. We are still waiting for a response, and Laura will be in touch as soon as she receives 
this.’   

In today’s febrile political climate, it is, of course, uncertain whether either will be in post long 
enough to do anything, but we shall see.  The ‘Daily Star’s’ 60p lettuce outlasted the current PM.  
The government is leaderless and riven by factions.  There is talk that the disgraced Johnson will be 
in the running for the top job again in spite of 60 ministers resigning because of him in July and there 
being an ongoing parliamentary enquiry as to whether he lied to parliament.  The Tories are not 
keen on holding an election to resolve this as the polls suggest they would be wiped out. 

‘O tempora. O mores.’        

      IGM – 21 October 2022 

 

 

21 September 2022 

On the world stage we see a mad tyrant who believes his own lies.  Having sent thousands of young 
men to their death, he plans to send more.  Then, when he convinces himself that the land he has 



stolen is the land of his own country, he will see any assault on it as an assault on his own country 
and unleash a nuclear weapon or two. 

I wonder how this excrescence – one of the most grotesque mass-murderers of all time – will be 
neutralised? 

        IGM – 22 September 2022 

19 September 2022 

The Queen’s funeral was today.  It was a parade like no other.  Whatever one’s feelings about the 
concept of monarchy, it touched on duty and discipline with the pomp and ceremony that the British 
do best. 

        IGM – 19 September 2022 

14 September 2022 

The Queen’s funeral will be on 19 September.  ‘As a mark of respect’ local crematoria will be closing 
for the day.  The wheelie-bin collection on 19 September in this area will happen as usual.  I suppose 
there are alternatives to crematoria. 

        IGM – 14 September 2022 

10 September 2022 

Today Charles was proclaimed King Charles III.  Although the succession passes seamlessly on the 
monarch’s death and these days becomes known immediately, the tradition is for it to be 
proclaimed by a committee and this happened this morning. 

Since 1689, the UK has been a constitutional monarchy.  The change from EIIR to CIIIR on everything 
from uniforms to coinage and postage stamps will take time as it will for us to become used to the 
government being the King’s government and to hearing the words ‘God save the King’.  Q will 
change to K and we must get used to it. 

The King has a Queen Consort, Camilla.  Public opinion has shifted in their favour and the King was 
warmly applauded when he met the crowds at Buckingham Palace yesterday.  His speech to the 
nation in the evening was well-received and struck a note of humility.  Few now think back twenty-
five years to why Diana was travelling through Paris at high speed in a black Mercedes when she 
could have been at home with her husband and children. 

The impact of the death of the sovereign on the UK is described succinctly and well by a ‘Guardian’ 
columnist: ‘Do not underestimate the upheaval in British life that this dynastic moment will trigger. 
Elizabeth II spent 70 years as a low-key but extremely effective unifying force in a nation that is 
visibly pulling itself apart. Her passing will remove that force, which her heirs cannot assume they 
will be able to replicate. In its way, this succession will be one of the biggest tests to face modern 
Britain.’ 

For me, it’s salutary to know that there comes a point in life at which one can be getting on with 
doing one’s job and less than 48 hours later be dead. 

 



 

        IGM – 10 September 2022 

 

8 September 2022 

Today the Queen died.  It’s a sad event we knew would happen yet, at the same time, couldn’t 
imagine.  Now the reality is upon us.  We, along with the rest of the world, felt we knew her.  Her 
image and her voice were instantly recognisable.  She was part of the fabric of our lives and of the 
nation.  Neither we nor anyone else knew her at all, of course.  We had no idea what she thought 
about anything and this mystique was the secret of her success.  Her views were unknown and so 
she upset no one.  Her grandson, William, said that the purpose of the monarchy was to set an 
example and this she did – at least an example of stoicism and duty.  She was always there.  Few can 
remember a time when she wasn’t. 

And now she isn’t there any longer.  We have the King.  It is the monarch’s prerogative to choose 
what name he wishes.  We assume he will be King Charles III.  From a Queen who never put a foot 
wrong, we shall have a King the vicissitudes of whose private life are well-known.  Will he be seen as 
an example?   Will he be seen as flawed as the rest of us?  We now become his subjects.  Will there a 
be point in the monarchy any longer?  The history that is yet to be written will give us the answer. 

Whether one is a monarchist or not, the death of Queen Elizabeth II is a seismic event for the United 
Kingdom.  The photo below is when she appointed our new Prime Minister just the day before 
yesterday.  She carried out her duties until the end.  Change can happen so very quickly.  We shall 
not see the like of her again - ever. 

Her husband, Philip, was asked how long he thought the monarchy would survive.  ‘As long as 
people want us’ was his reply.  The Queen succeeded to the throne in 1952.  I wonder how different 
the UK of 2022 really is. 

 



 

         IGM – 8 September 2022 

15 August 2022 

Just me at Mary Hare.  Still basking in the heatwave, but the school is silent. 

All the reports are written and posted except for those with Trinity certificates to be included.  These 
are delayed, but expected any day. 

What a joy it was to get back to doing what has become my raison d être.  And what a joy it is to 
know that it was such a success.  Here is what people are telling me: 

‘I have had a life-changing experience on the course. My own mother, who attended the school 
several years, had told me about the wonders of Vacational Studies, but I could have never imagined 
how astonishing the experience was until I took part in it. I believe that the main aspect that 
motivates me to write this letter is the love I have for the whole place, experience and people.’ (A 
student) 

‘It was my first time and it was truly the experience of a lifetime. It showed me how to be more 
mature, independent, and to be able to connect through my English with people that now I couldn’t 
imagine not forming part of my life. I loved every moment being in Vacational Studies.’ (A student) 

‘I wanted to thank you very much for the incredible experience that (my children) have had at 
Vacational Studies this summer. They really enjoyed it very much!  And this is the first time after a 
camp that they already asked us to repeat next year.  Thank you again! (A parent) 
 
‘I really enjoyed my time at Vacstuds, way more then I would’ve ever expected.’ (A student) 
 
‘I think I have significantly developed in many ways. My leadership skills have improved throughout 
the course, but more importantly, I feel I have been able to support others in their work and self-
development in various ways. The ability to work out issues both within yourself and others at the 
course is a skill I find essential, and it is one of the most difficult skills to develop. However, I think 
this year has led me to truly appreciate the challenge and reward that comes with putting on an 
event for fellow youths, supporting ungdom finding it difficult to adjust, as well as being a part of a 
winning team dynamic.  With the encouragement and support I have received at VacStuds this 
summer, I hope to further develop them in the future.  This year has been like no other, I have never 
once been left with this much self reflection, joy and awe as I have after this month at Vacational 
Studies.’ (A student) 



‘Both (my children) had a magnificent time - it was for them a fantastic month meeting so many 
positive-energy people from so many countries, great activities, staff, and on a fantastic place. Epic. 
They are still intensely in contact with their international friends now.’ (A parent – and former 
student) 

‘T has had the most incredible experience at VacStuds 2022. He has surprised us all and most 
certainly himself. He hasn’t stopped talking about all sorts of experiences and the wonderful people 
he met.’ (A parent) 

‘V came back enthusiastic, grown up, matured, happy.  Not that I had any doubts but…one never 
knows: we are all different.  His first phrases when back were: “it was the best month of my life” and 
“I want to go back”.  As parents I cannot think we could ask for more. This is the Magic of VacStuds 
all over again.’ (A parent – and former student and staff member) 

‘He is absolutely happy and his English has clearly improved.  He has already decided that he is going 
to return next year, so you can count on him.’ (A parent) 

‘We would like to let you know that I came back very happy from Vacational Studies. She enjoyed 
very much the activities, the trips, the friends, the hot chocolate. And says she wishes to come again 
next year.  Thank you for having taking care of her. It was not easy for her to be away from home but 
the experience was very good. She progressed a lot in English. The note in the parent's page about 
homesick was VERY useful for us. You have used the perfect words. In fact, everything is perfect in 
Vacational Studies. Since the first email to the last document we just received about I. You are doing 
an amazing job - The stamps are just beautiful.  We are very impressed by the way everything is 
organised. Tomorrow we are going to Monaco and will have dinner with F. It will be the occasion for 
I to share this fantastic experience she had in Mary Hare with a former student...’ (A parent – and 
friend of a former student) 

‘Thank you so much for the best summer ever, friends for life, experiences, knowledge and 
important lessons.’ (A parent) 

I could go on.  This is what makes it all so worthwhile. 

 

        IGM – 15 August 2022 

9 August 2022 

A message from one of the teaching staff: ‘Just wanted to say thanks for another great month at 
Mary Hare.  With the enforced break meaning returning students were at a minimum, I wasn't 
entirely sure how this year would compare with the previous ones but it was incredible. The young 
people seemed to absolutely love it, and almost every single one of them that I spoke to told me they 
plan to come back again next year.  I also felt this was the most cohesive and unified the teachers 
and sports/social staff have been in any year since I started in 2013.  Having a group of teachers who 
were so willing to be involved in the sports and evening events was fantastic - not just as extra help 



for the staff team but for the perception the students had of the course. It created a sense of 
community between everyone, regardless of who they were or what their role was. 

As you've pointed out, 2023 is already up and running online and as always, I'm already looking 
forward to it.  So thanks again, and see you back at Mary Hare in 11 months.’ 
 
The last of our young visitors have now returned home.  Several were delayed for two days with a 
cancelled flight, but they were looked after and had, I hope, a great extended Course nevertheless.  
How an airline can take payment for a service and then not provide it leaving young passengers 
stranded is not part of my business model. 
 
The last to return home was, in fact, the one who drew the tiny 3” x 4” pencil sketch of the Mary 
Hare conservatory (below) which, exceptionally, she took out of her notebook for us.  I have framed 
it and it will take a place on the boardroom mantelpiece. 
 
Tom Goodwin and I are working through the 90 or so remaining reports. 
 
VacStuds 23 will then be the priority.  Applications have already started to come in. 
 

 
    
         IGM – 9 August 2022 
20 July 2022 

This is the time when what I say about booking for less then the full Course is like taking a child away 
from a party that is in full swing really applies.  For us to extend a child’s stay involves issuing an 
extension invoice and altering the insurance and involves the parent in either changing (often not 
possible) or replacing (at cost) the return ticket as well as the complexities of changing domestic 
arrangements. 

It is happening for five families right now. 

My message is please just book for the full Course.  It’s far better value. 

         IGM – 20 July 2022 

16 July 2022 

The Course has been running for nearly a week and it’s all good.  We have wonderful young people 
and great staff.  This has become the norm and is because of VacStuds’ remarkable continuity.  Most 
of our young people have family members who were with us way back.  The disadvantage for me is 
one I realised years ago – that I have stopped being a person and am now an institution so I can 
neither retire nor die.  That’s OK by me. 

We shall shortly have what the newspapers are calling the hottest day ever and the first time a red-
alert for heat has been issued.  Don’t worry, it’s the first time such an alert has been issued because 
these alerts were only started last year.  Time was, we’d have happy suns with the temperature.  



Now there is the blood-red of the apocalypse.  It’s all part of the culture of fear.  We shall take 
normal, sensible precautions. 

         IGM – 16 July 2022 

8 July 2022 

Today, Joe Wallis and I take equipment into Mary Hare. 

Although forced to resign as 60 or so Ministers left his Government, the loathsome PM offered not 
one word of apology for his disgraceful behaviour in his self-serving resignation speech.  In 
‘Macbeth’ are the words describing a traitor’s confession at the end of his life: ‘Nothing in his life 
became him like the leaving it.’  No such approach from the disgraced ex-PM.  It was ‘eccentric’ of 
MPs to do what they did in a ‘herd mentality’.  As one decent MP said, ‘let’s hope we don’t see the 
like of him again in British politics.’  In the meantime, he says he will carry on until a replacement is 
found.  It would be better if Larry, the Downing Street cat, would stand in. 

         IGM – 8 July 2022 

7 July 2022 

Today sees the arrival of the vanguard of VacStuds 2022.  Our Academic Manager, Joe Wallis, arrives 
to prepare the assessment group lists. 

The calm preparations for VacStuds 2022 contrast with the turmoil in the UK Government.  50+ 
Ministers and MPs with Government jobs have resigned while the incumbent PM declares he will 
stay on.  Even the MP for Newbury has declared she cannot support the PM – a view I suggested she 
might adopt two years ago when it became clear to me that a serial liar who has fathered five 
children with other people’s wives shouldn’t run the country.  As Lady Macbeth said (and if anything 
is worth saying, Shakespeare has already said it): ‘Stand not upon the order of your going, but GO at 
once.’ 

         IGM – 7 July 2022 

6 July 2022 

A message from Mary Hare: ‘Ahead of the weekend I just wanted to welcome you back to Mary Hare 
for the summer school after two years. I was really pleased to hear that you have grown the 
numbers beyond those expected when we met earlier in the year, I’m sure it will be a real success.  

Our teams are excited to see you and the students return and I hope all goes well, looking at the 
weather it certainly looks like you will have a great start to the four weeks. I will be around during 
the period at times as we see the finalisation of the new primary school build and so will no doubt 
catch up at some point. 

Welcome again and have a great summer.’ 

And my reply: ‘Thank you. 

 I can’t tell you how thrilled I am to get back to near-normal after all this time, to do what I love and 
what has become my life. VacStuds and Mary Hare will become part of the life-experience of a new 
generation of youngsters and it will, they all tell me decades later, shape their future. 

 I am hugely aware and appreciative of the support you, Louise and Kevin are providing.’ 



Such a pity that we shall not see our young people from Russia while the grotesque tyrant remains in 
power.  In the meantime, our own lying, philandering PM for the time-being continues in office while 
two of his most senior and several junior ministers resign.  This is a man whose sense of entitlement 
is more important than what is good for the country.  It and he can’t last… 

         IGM – 6 July 2022 

10 May 2022 

Just two months to go and it’s just like old times.  I have posted ‘Last Minute Information’ on the 
website. 

         IGM – 10 May 2022 

13 April 2022 

Throughout the pandemic, I stuck to all the restrictions imposed by our Prime Minister at 
considerable personal and professional cost.  Yesterday that same Prime Minister was fined by the 
police for breaking these laws – as were 50 people he worked with.  One might imagine he would 
resign in shame.  One would be wrong. 

This man has been sacked from every job he has had – for lying.  He told Parliament he had broken 
no laws.  Only his MPs can sack him. 

Now the message is that because there’s a war in Europe, he has to stay on. 

I have written to our Conservative MP – ‘I know there is tribal loyalty, but I do hope you won’t take 
the view that a man who presides over a culture of law-breaking in Downing Street, who lies to 
Parliament and breaks the rules he himself has made is the only person in your party who can stand 
up to Putin and support the side of right in a war against tyranny.’ 

         IGM – 13 April 2022 

11 April 2022 

The sky this morning is criss-crossed with the vapour trails that signify the return to normal 
international travel.  In the UK, we are adjusting to living with Covid + vaccinations and reflecting on 
the damage that this interruption to the normality of our lives has caused. 

This seems to be the case with almost all European countries. 

We are also having to confront the horrors of a war in Europe.  I know that those who have come to 
us over the decades from Russia are as appalled as are the rest of us by the actions of the dictator 
and frustrated at their inability to do anything about it.  It has always struck me that what unites us 
is far greater than anything that divides us.  When they were growing up, I would tell my sons: 
‘Imagine that men from Mars were coming to take us over.  Do you think that any countries on Earth 
wouldn’t stick together to defeat them?  Well, here we are without any men from Mars to worry 
about.’ 

If it weren’t so unutterably tragic, what is being done to Ukraine would be ridiculous. 

         IGM – 11 April 2022 

25 January 2022 

https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Last_Minute_Information_e3a4f07deb.pdf


Major changes to travel regulations for those coming into England: no tests required as well as no 
vaccine requirements for under-18s. 

There are no restrictions at all. 

I have changed Insurers.  My memo explaining everything is here. 

         IGM – 25 January 2022 

5 January 2022 

No more restrictions in England.  VacStuds 2022 is on.  Here is my memo to parents. 

         IGM – 5 January 2022 

30 December 2021 

The guilty verdict in the Maxwell trial in New York shows that power corrupts.  The activities of the 
self-declared ruler of a central European state shows that absolute power corrupts absolutely.  Our 
former student, Jesús Silva, now Spanish Consul in Capetown, South Africa, writes: ‘I attend today 
the tribute ceremony to Archbishop Desmond Tutu at Cape Town Mayor's office. A moral giant, 
tolerant, integrity and free from sectarianism. A person who bravely opposed tyranny and 
arbitrariness. Great example for all.’  My reply: ‘If only some of the political 'leaders' you have 
encountered could take a leaf out of this man's book.’ 

Those who come to us will achieve connections and the power that comes from them.  Everything 
we do to shape young minds embraces the tolerance and open-mindedness to which Jesús refers. 

         IGM – 30 December 2021 

8 December 2021 

Today is the anniversary of the first vaccination against Covid.  The UK was the first in the world to 
administer this and the Health Secretary was billed to celebrate this achievement on the UK news 
channels this morning.  He has been pulled from all programmes.  No Government minister is 
available this morning. 

For some weeks, the Prime Minister has denied that there was a breach of rules that he had created 
prohibiting social gatherings at the time a Christmas party was rumoured to have taken place at 10 
Downing Street last year.  Last night, a video emerged showing his spokesperson and aides laughing 
about that party and the rule breaking.  The public who obeyed the rules, which also prevented 
visiting dying relatives, are expressing their feelings. 

One wonders how long a leader with only a nodding acquaintance with the truth can hang on. 

         IGM – 8 December 2021 

24 November 2021 

My latest memo to parents is here. 

         IGM – 24 November 2021 

22 November 2021 

A German minister says people will be ‘vaccinated, recovered or dead’ by spring.  Powerful language. 

https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Memo_regarding_Insurance_4d3010be34.pdf
https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Update_for_parents_5_January_2022_b6b5119128.pdf
https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Diary_05c1db392d.pdf


While anti-vaxxers are wrong-headed and it’s clear everyone should be vaccinated, things have 
reached a pretty pass when another western European democratic government decides every 
citizen must accept chemicals in their bodies whether they want them or not.  One wonders what 
will happen to those who decide they don’t. 

‘Vaccine hesitancy’ is very low in the UK with over 90% doubly vaccinated and most of those eligible 
having received their booster shots. 

VacStuds 2022 is on… 

         IGM – 22 November 2021 

14 October 2021 

The 2022 brochure has been published.  The emphasis is on ‘fun, friends, freedom and fresh air’ and 
‘free at last’.  2022 is starting to take shape.  As I say in the brochure, this is ‘for our mental and 
physical well-being’.  We cannot continue to have everything that makes being human so great 
taken away from us.  Never has a VacStuds summer been so important and we will do our very best 
to deliver an experience worth a two-year wait. 

          

IGM – 14 October 2021 

17 September 2021 

No more traffic light system.  Countries are either open or closed.  All Europe and most of the rest of 
the world is open.  Mask-wearing is now optional.  Back to normal. 

         IGM – 17 September 2021 

8 August 2021 

From 04.00 this morning, there are no travel restrictions to stop our students from mainland Europe 
entering and leaving the UK. 

Everything is clear for VacStuds 2022 on 10 August.  At last! 

         IGM – 8 August 2021 

5 August 2021 

Just in time for the day after the 2021 Course would have ended, the Government has lifted all travel 
restrictions in Europe. 



The 2022 Course is now clear for take-off. 

         IGM – 5 August 2021 

19 July 2021 

‘Freedom Day’ – with no more legal restrictions on any activity except international inbound travel.  
When this is lifted we shall really be ‘normal’ again. 

         IGM – 19 July 2021 

16 July 2021 

We have beautifully sunny days, warm temperatures, lush green grass and no one to take advantage 
of what we do so well. 

Such a pity. 

         IGM – 16 July 2021 

12 July 2021 

The first full day of the Course is the day we place our young people in assessment groups and they 
start making new friends. 

Today all I can do is wait for 10 July 2022.  This isn’t me… 

         IGM – 12 July 2021 

11 July 2021 

Today I should be welcoming many young people from all over to have the time of their lives. 

Instead – I am doing nothing at all.  OK – cooking, cleaning and writing books. 

These are terrible times and I wish them finished, preferably when all Europe is vaccinated. 

         IGM – 11 July 2021 

10 July 2021 

From the head at Mary Hare: 
 
‘We are all packing up and the pupils are leaving today and I remember years when you and your 
team would be waiting to get in!  
 
I just wanted to drop you a quick note to say that I know you would now be preparing for the arrivals 
from so many countries and the buzz there always was at this time of year.  
 
Whilst not a massive fan of Euro-disco, I always loved the sound of these children and young people 
having such great fun on our campus. It will be another very quiet July. 
 
Here's to next year.’ 
         IGM – 10 July 2021 
 
2 July 2021 



The Health Secretary made the rule that we couldn’t hug our dying relative.  He was filmed kissing 
his mistress in his office.  The mistress was employed by him at the taxpayers’ expense.  The co-chair 
of the Conservative Party has said on TV today that there will be no enquiry and the matter is closed. 

         IGM – 2 July 2021 

1 July 2021 

With its slow vaccine rollout, other countries are rightly concerned not to let virus variants in.  They 
will occur as long as the virus is in circulation and the UK is good at spotting these.  The link between 
the virus and hospitalisations is broken in the UK, so ‘Terminus Day’ (as ‘Freedom Day’ has been 
renamed so we can forget it) on 19 July is realisable. 

         IGM – 1 July 2021 

27 June 2021 

The entire nation took the view that there was something wrong in that the man who had made the 
laws we have had to obey broke them and the man eventually resigned.  The man who told the 
nation it was OK for him to stay remains in post. 

         IGM – 27 June 2021 

26 June 2021 

The health minister who created our ‘social-distancing’ rules is filmed breaking them with someone 
else’s wife and the PM (who has had his own affairs) says ‘the matter is closed’.  ‘This murderous 
shaft that’s shot hath not yet lighted’…  Again, today’s ‘Daily Star’ has a great headline: 

 

         IGM – 26 June 2021 

 

18 June 2021 

Amersham – a ‘safe’ Conservative seat – has just been won by the Lib Dems with a 35% increase in 
their vote share.  Is it possible that the electorate is realizing that the bloke in charge is hopeless and 
that the vaccine success isn’t his? 

         IGM – 18 June 2021 



17 June 2021 

The PM’s former chief aide, Dominic Cummings, reveals whatsapp messages from Boris Johnson 
about the Health Secretary, Matt Hancock, saying he’s ‘hopeless’.  Today’s ‘Daily Star’ has a great 
headline: 

 

         IGM – 17 June 2021 

14 June 2021 

19 July is the new 21 June. 

         IGM – 14 July 2021 

11 June 2021 

As no one in our field is operating his summer, I have now formally applied to the Accreditation 
section of The British Council for a two-year extension to our Accreditation so that we are Accredited 
by The British Council until 31 March 2026. 

         IGM – 11 June 2021 

10 June 2021 

A parent who decided not to roll forward has contacted me: ‘Just for your info: the attached extracts 
are the ones of the money transfer to you and the amount you reimbursed. A “tiny” difference of 
EUR 356.92, which the banks have earned without neither you nor me benefitting from it. Really sad 
that they earn money with Covid-related cancellations. And on top of it this money goes into the 
British and Spanish GNP, which supposedly reflects a country’s “productivity”.’ 

Nothing much I can add, except that a few parents have told me their children will come in 2022, but 
have asked for a refund in the meantime.  This has been at no cost to us but, I assume, considerable 
cost to them… 

I have now dispensed with the hated ‘C word’. 

         IGM – 10 June 2021 

8 June 2021 



I thought I would have a chat with a young man who has received our services – is second-
generation and has climbed the VacStuds ladder from student to prefect to apprentice-to-be.  I 
wanted to get his ideas on how to make the Course fun for those coming to us as ‘older students’.  It 
was a useful conversation.  The results are on IGM’s Page and here. 

Older students (18+) will be considered as an 'OS' group.  They will 

• not have bedtimes like the others 
• have free access to staff 
• have thought-provoking discursive lessons encouraging the development of ideas and 

vocabulary 
• have the opportunity to use their organisational skills for parties and the club 
• have the freedom to be who they want to be 

all within the constraints of the norms of the Course. 

The 2022 Course is starting to take shape. 

         IGM – 8 June 2021 

4 June 2021 

The day I have dreaded.  I have written to all parents – here.  My thanks to everyone for their 
support during these dark days.  I can offer only a period of waiting – with, of course, Masterclasses 
and Meetings which will be announced here. 

This diary will be updated from time-to-time, but no longer daily. 

I promise that Vacational Studies will go from strength to strength and overcome this setback. 

         IGM – 4 June 2021 

3 June 2021 

The UK Government has decided to put all European countries on the ‘amber’ list based on its view 
of other countries’ case numbers and vaccination rollouts.  Our own situation is good.  The UK 
Government considers that other countries have not performed well enough. 

We cannot have all our young people isolated for 10 days. 

Eventually, other countries will catch us up and unrestricted international travel will return.  Not yet, 
however. 

I have prepared a memo for parents to say that VacStuds will start on 10 July 2022.  I have told all 
the staff today what the situation is. 

This has been a desperately sad decision for me – but an unavoidable one. 

         IGM – 3 June 2021 

2 June 2021 

75% of the population is now vaccinated.  All the variants are able to be dealt with by the vaccines.  
‘Freedom Day’ is still on for 21 June.  Still the international travel restrictions remain. 

         IGM – 2 June 2021 

https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Covid_update_4_June_2021_1da2d4e339.pdf
https://vacationalstudies.com/article/masterclass-and-board-meetings-1


1 June 2021 

We in the UK are now banned from travelling to France even though our vaccination numbers are 
higher, cases lower and deaths almost non-existent because we test more than almost any country 
and therefore find more cases and more variants.  As Shakespeare says: ‘Full oft we see cold wisdom 
waiting on superfluous folly.’ 

The UK will put a few more countries on the ‘green’ list this week.  They will be small islands mainly 
and not the countries our students come from.  These countries may or may not be added later in 
June.  I cannot go ahead on such possibilities.  It is only a matter of days before I say that we cannot 
go ahead with VacStuds 2021 in the face of such uncertainty and current restrictions. 

In the meantime, thousands travel to Spain - which lets in UK travellers - knowing that the UK 
authorities will not be able to enforce the 10-day isolation they must all undergo on their return.  
‘That way madness lies’ – Shakespeare again. 

         IGM – 1 June 2021 

31 May 2021 

‘Women-only’ queues and vaccinations have been set up in an attempt to encourage the 
unvaccinated to protect themselves from the ‘Indian variant’.   The UK finds variants because it tests 
so many people.  Nevertheless, the PM is being blamed for letting it in by not red-listing India earlier 
and it may encourage him to be cautious about opening up international travel and our own 21 June 
‘freedom day’.  As spring ends and meteorological summer begins, VacStuds 2021 is increasingly 
doubtful. 

         IGM – 31 May 2021 

30 May 2021 

The ‘Indian variant’ has become a matter of concern in the UK and internationally has led to 
travellers from the UK either being banned or having to isolate for 10 days or so on arrival.  That it 
has affected quite a small number who have, in the main, chosen to be unvaccinated has not 
resonated, it seems. 

         IGM – 30 May 2021 

29 May 2021 

No changes to international inbound travel restrictions were announced on 28 May, so the 2021 
Course is very much in doubt.  Here is my latest memo. 

         IGM – 29 May 2021 

28 May 2021 

With travel into the UK from almost all of Europe still subject to 10-day isolation requirements and 
several countries placing new isolation requirements on travellers from the UK – in spite of our 74% 
vaccination figures – it is by no means certain that the Course this summer will go ahead, so please 
do not book flights yet. 

         IGM – 28 May 2021 

27 May 2021 

https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Covid_update_28_May_2021_a78d7abdb4.pdf


Spain welcomes us with no restrictions. But we are still told not to go there and anyone coming in 
from Spain faces 10 days of isolation.  We are told not to go anywhere in Europe (except Portugal) or 
face 10 days isolation on re-entry.  Now France has decided to impose the same isolation on us.  
Health concerns and politics seem interchangeable and will, it seems, continue until the mass-
vaccination that the UK has almost achieved gets us out of this. 

         IGM – 27 May 2021 

26 May 2021 

The PM’s former senior advisor has stated publicly at a Parliamentary enquiry that the PM is unfit to 
hold office, that the government had no policy for the pandemic and that the Health Secretary lied 
on many occasions, is incompetent and should be sacked.  The PM states he has ‘full confidence in 
the Health Secretary.  How can one have confidence in how the government is handling this? 

         IGM – 26 May 2021 

25 May 2021 

70%+ of the population vaccinated.  Anyone over 30 is now eligible for a shot. 

         IGM – 25 May 2021 

24 May 2021 

The UK has its rules governing entry from different countries.  Each country has its own rules 
governing entry from the UK.  These rules change from time to time and are unpredictable.  Until full 
vaccination is achieved, I fear the travelling situation will remain precarious. 

         IGM – 24 May 2021 

23 May 2021 

I have had a conversation with Mary Hare.  They and I have agreed that I shall decide on the basis of 
what we know on that day about international travel regulations whether or not the Course will go 
ahead this summer.  I have slightly amended my memo about this – here - to make it clear that 
parents can roll forward to 2022 at the fee they have already paid with any unpaid part at the 2022 
fee, or cancel for a refund. 

         IGM – 23 May 2021 

22 May 2021 

There is Spain announcing that anyone from the UK can enter the country freely.  And there is 
Germany saying anyone from the UK must quarantine for two weeks.  As Shakespeare writes in 
‘Macbeth’: ‘Such welcome and unwelcome things at once ’Tis hard to reconcile.’  Those who know 
me know that I think that if something is worth saying, Shakespeare has already said it.  Shakespeare 
did, of course, know all about political machinations – and nonsense…  The fact remains that our 
situation is far better than in other European countries. 

         IGM – 22 May 2021 

21 May 2021 

I am receiving questions about how we will arrange quarantine on the Course if there are still these 
requirements.  I have referred my questioners to my 20 May Covid Update.  We shall not be able to 

https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Covid_update_23_May_2021_776e78d13b.pdf
https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Covid_update_20_May_2021_ae0b49ffc6.pdf


arrange quarantine as this involves isolation.  We would not imagine parents would want this.  
Unless a country is on the ‘green‘ list, we cannot receive people from that country. 

         IGM – 21 May 2021 

20 May 2021 

Whether or not there will be free international access to the UK in July depends on the thinking of a 
man who has proved to be dithering and capricious and whose decisions are more to do with what is 
politically expedient than what is right. 

At a time when the increase in the latest variant appears so closely related to the government’s 
earlier failures to control borders, it may be politically expedient not to open them much more 
widely.   

I have just over two weeks in which to anticipate what this man will do.  So do parents who may well 
decide the uncertainty is too much. 

         IGM – 20 May 2021 

19 May 2021 

Although it is now legal, the PM has pointedly warned against travel to ‘amber’ countries.  He has 
made a point of stressing the 10-day isolation rule for anyone entering from these countries.  I am 
no longer optimistic that those countries our young people will travel from will be considered 
vaccinated enough by this summer. 

Those who look at the lists will see that there have been a number of parents not committing to 
2021 or deciding to roll forward to 2022 before a decision is made on 2021.  The Course is still viable, 
however. 

         IGM – 19 May 2021 

18 May 2021 

The news is full of the ‘Indian’ variant mainly in the north and whether this will delay the end of all 
restrictions due on 21 June.  It came in via travellers from India and most of those hospitalized, we 
are told, are those who elected not to be vaccinated.  The travellers, we are told, entered at a time 
when India was not on the red list, but Pakistan and Bangladesh – which had lower levels of infection 
than India – were.  The question being asked is whether there is any connection between the UK PM 
wanting to travel to India to sign a post-Brexit trade deal and travel to and from India being allowed.  
The travel was cancelled when it became clear that the pandemic in India was out of control.  The 
Health Secretary said in Parliament that, at the time, levels in India were not as great as in those 
countries red-listed.  The numbers tell a different story. 

When it happens, the Parliamentary Enquiry into the way the pandemic was handled will make 
interesting reading. 

In the meantime, the numbers vaccinated in the UK shoots up.  

         IGM – 18 May 2021  

17 May 2021 



We are now allowed to travel overseas at will – but have 10 days quarantine on our return unless we 
have visited Portugal or Israel – and we are allowed to have people in our houses.  Restaurants can 
open until 22.30.  The government ‘can see no reason’ why all restrictions can’t end on 21 June.  

The ‘Indian variant’ of the virus, we are told, has affected those who have been offered vaccination, 
but have not taken it.  There are few ‘anti-vaxers’ in the UK.  Sadly, we are told, there are far more in 
neighboring countries in Europe.  That vaccination numbers are too low in these countries is what 
may stop VacStuds ’21 in spite of my best efforts. 

         IGM – 17 May 2021 

16 May 2021 

At the moment, 21 June is ‘freedom day’.  With most adults now vaccinated, this should be possible.  
We shall see. 

         IGM – 16 May 2021 

15 May 2021 

As expected, the authorities in Portugal are now allowing UK travellers in and, from Monday, anyone 
entering the UK from Portugal will not have to quarantine.  We wait to see which other countries will 
be accorded this privilege and when.  If it isn’t before 4 June, the next VacStuds will be on 10 July 
2022. 

         IGM – 15 May 2021 

14 May 2021 

Although Portugal is on our ‘green’ list and our UK figures are among the best in the world, Portugal 
has, the BBC tells me, decided not to accept travellers from overseas, including the UK.  The 
Norwegian government made an instant decision which it overturned almost immediately, so the 
Portuguese government may do the same.  There seems to be a madness abroad which makes our 
UK government look sensible. 

Whether or not we can go ahead in the summer depends on how many countries are on the ‘green’ 
list by 4 June and how many parents decide before this to roll-forward to 2022.  Mary Hare has given 
me until 4 June to tell them if we are coming so that they can employ their staff. 

         IGM – 14 May 2021 

13 May 2021 

The Norwegian government has belatedly seen sense and is now stating that it’s treating the UK in 
the same way as the EU/Schengen area = 10 days quarantine, but not in expensive government-
approved hotels.  One wonders why it didn’t come to this conclusion when drawing up its rule.  One 
also wonders why travellers from the UK aren’t treated better than travellers from the EU/Schengen 
area as our vaccine rollout is greater and infection rate lower than all of them. 

         IGM – 13 May 2021 

12 May 2021 

Although in the UK numbers vaccinated are higher than in the rest of Europe and Scandinavia and 
the number of illnesses much lower, the Norwegian government has decided that all travellers from 



the UK must isolate in expensive, Government approved hotels.  Travellers from EU countries with a 
far higher level of infection are allowed to quarantine at home.  Is this some sort of punishment for 
leaving the EU?  I have always admired Norwegian good sense.  This must be an aberration. 

         IGM – 12 May 2021 

11 May 2021 

While the UK soars out of the pandemic, the UIK government sees that the same cannot be said yet 
for our neighbours.  We hope that their numbers fall in time for the 28 May review.  If not, it looks 
like 10 July 2022.  As one of the teachers put it to me, if you thought 2020 was bad, with the 
uncertainty, 2021 is even worse.  That it is all because of some self-serving politicians makes it all the 
more galling. 

         IGM – 11 May 2021 

10 May 2021 

From 17 May, we are told that we can meet people indoors for the first time this year and that life 
will return to normal on 21 June. 

         IGM – 10 May 2021 

9 May 2021 

We keep our fingers crossed that by 28 May (1) Europe will be on the green list and that (2) no more 
parents will decide to roll over to 2022 at this stage. 

The vaccination programme and over four months’ of restrictions ending on 17 May have worked so 
well in the UK, with hardly any deaths and falling numbers of infections, that I am disappointed 
other countries haven’t followed our example. 

         IGM – 9 May 2021 

8 May 2021 

Of the countries our young visitors come from only Portugal and Israel are on the ‘green’ list. This 
was announced on 7 May. 

The next review will come in three weeks’ time – on 28 May. 

The countries have been allocated by ministers according to the latest scientific data, so quarantine 
and testing requirements on return from those countries are appropriate to the risk of coronavirus 
and variants of concern. 

The lists will be reviewed every 3 weeks, informed by public health advice, including the Joint 
Biosecurity Centre’s assessment of the latest data. These regular review points will allow the 
government to balance helping the public to understand COVID requirements when travelling to 
England while allowing England to constantly evaluate the risk for different countries. 

The government will also be publishing a green watchlist in the future, to provide an indication when 
a country is identified as a candidate for a changing country. All measures will be kept under review 
and further action may be taken to protect public health. 

         IGM – 8 May 2021 



7 May 2021 

The initial list of ‘green’ countries is likely to be published at 17.00 today. 

         IGM – 7 May 2021 

6 May 2021 

An interesting article in the news today about ‘hygiene theatre’.  If one touches a surface that has 
been infected with the virus, one had a one in ten thousand chance of catching it according to 
research.  The Covid Risk Assessment from English UK reads like a bravura performance. 

         IGM – 6 May 2021 

5 May 2021 

Mary Hare has asked me for a list of the countries are from.  I think no one is from a country in 
which the disease is particularly rife. 

         IGM – 5 May 2021 
4 May 2021 

A chance conversation with a medical man who tells me he advises the government and is sure that 
most of Europe will be on the green list.  I have no idea, but have the feeling that this may not be the 
case.  We await the list. 

         IGM – 4 May 2021 

3 May 2021 

The number of cancellations balances out the number of new applicants.  I cannot see a pattern and 
can only assume that fear is a factor. 

         IGM – 3 May 2021 

2 May 2021 

The numbers in the UK continue to fall.  We are promised to know which countries will have which 
colours this week. 

         IGM – 2 May 2021 

1 May 2021 

The £:€ rate today is £1 = €1.1776.  This is the conversion rate used for all balance invoices.  € 
balance invoices have been e-mailed and posted. 

The list of countries and their ‘colours’ should have been published today.  It is now to be published 
in ‘early May’, so we wait for the Government’s decision.  At the moment, VacStuds 2021 depends 
on parental resolve. 

         IGM – 1 May 2021 

30 April 2021 



As I prepare second € invoices for posting, I wonder if, no matter how infinitesimally small the 
danger from Covid is in the UK, the .000094% possibility will outweigh the 100% certainty of the loss 
of a great time making international friends and using the world’s language. 

         IGM – 30 April 2021 

29 April 2021 

Several parents have written to me about their anxiety and have rolled-forward their applications to 
2022.  If more do this, VacStuds 2021 will not be viable.  We shall see. 

         IGM - 29 April 2021 

28 April 2021 

The Deputy Chief Medical Officer says: ‘My sense is that probably we are at or close to the bottom at 
the moment in terms of this level of disease in the UK.  Most of the steady decline we have seen, the 
disappearance of our third wave, has been down to the efforts of the British people in following 
lockdown.’ 

A Public Health England study found a single dose of a COVID-19 vaccine can cut transmission of the 
virus by up to half. 

         IGM – 28 April 2021 

27 April 2021 

70% of all adults in the UK have antibodies against Covid.  All the numbers are well down – 97% 
down since their peak. 

         IGM – 27 April 2021 

26 April 2021 

After discussions with The Mary Hare School, I have written my latest update - here. 

         IGM – 26 April 2021 

25 April 2021 

I received a link to the CEO of Austrian Airlines’ comments: ‘Vaccination progress in #Europe is just 6 
weeks behind USA!  I think this is much better than publicly perceived and a significant relaxation of 
the COVID measures can be expected over the next couple of months. This will also fuel the recovery 
of airtravel, as people can’t wait to travel again!  Looking forward to it, both professionally as well 
as privately.’ 

 

https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Covid_update_26_April_2021_f63ba40580.pdf


         IGM – 25 April 2021 

 

24 April 2021 

The second injection.  I shall be able to go dancing in the streets. 

 

         IGM – 24 April 2021 

23 April 2021 

St. George’s Day – the patron saint of England.  Deaths from covid are now ranked the third biggest 
cause in the UK – a huge change from a few weeks ago when it was the first.  The vaccination 
programme steams ahead with 64% vaccinated.  The results are clear – all the more reason for our 
incredulity when so many people overseas are turning it down. 

         IGM – 23 April 2021 

22 April 2021 

The Travel Correspondent of ‘The Independent’ writes ‘a decision could be taken any time in the first 
two weeks of May’ on which countries will be considered ‘green’ to travel from the UK. 

Such is the ludicrous fear of the vaccine we have been using in the UK that has produced such a 
dramatic drop in infections that there is also a report that a neighbouring country may not list us 
with the counties allowed to travel there.  Truth may be the first casualty in a vaccine war. 

         IGM – 22 April 2021 

21 April 2021 

While we hope that Europe will be on the ‘green’ list when the list is revealed, the slow roll-out of 
the vaccines there are a cause for great concern.  That the slow roll-out is partly caused by fear is of 
even more concern. 

         IGM – 21 April 2021 

20 April 2021 

The media report that such is the fear of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine in a neighbouring country 
that there was a take-up of just 1.25% when 5000 professionals were offered it. 

         IGM – 20 April 2021 

19 April 2021 



Infection levels in the UK are now 90% less than at their peak, 60% of the population has been 
vaccinated and we aren’t keeling over with blood clots.  A huge success at last. 

         IGM – 19 April 2021 

18 April 2021 

News today that ‘thousands of fans will be able to enjoy live music again next month when an 
outdoor gig is used to test new Covid procedures.  The Festival Republic event at Sefton Park, in 
Liverpool, on 2 May will be the latest in a series of government pilots hoping to herald the return of 
mass events this summer.  Researchers will monitor the movements of what is expected to be a 
5,000-strong crowd who, significantly, will not be socially distanced or required to wear masks.  They 
will have to wear face coverings when travelling to and from the venue, however, and follow other 
rules while they are there.  Before they are allowed to enter the event, ticket holders will also have 
to take a rapid lateral flow Covid-19 test at a local testing centre, and prove they have received a 
negative result.  They will also be asked to take a test after the gig and provide contact details to 
NHS Test and Trace, in case they have to be traced later.  Culture secretary Oliver Dowden said the 
news meant the country was ‘one step closer to a summer of live events.’’ 

         IGM – 18 April 2021 

 

17 April 2021 

In response to my diary entry of 15 April, a correspondent writes from a major European country: 
‘The media are mostly to blame and the politicians kowtow to public fear.   For example, they 
interview famous people who admit that they would only receive the Pfizer jab because they have 
heard an anecdote or rumour rather than scientific evidence. The celebrities of course are given 
prime time spots whereas if you want to hear what the scientists say, you have to dig them out on 
the internet or read the newspaper which most people would find too taxing.’  My response was 
‘how ridiculously dangerous to ask celebrities who, I assume, aren’t celebrated for their scientific 
knowledge, to opine on something of which they are completely ignorant.   

  
People should look at the UK as a case study.’ 
         IGM – 17 April 2021 
 

16 April 2021 

Yet more fears about variants.  Viruses vary.  That’s the nature of a virus we are told.  Fear seems to 
be the currency of the news these days.  ‘Angst isst die Seele auf’ as Fassbinder wrote.  This is bad 
for society and for mental health. 

         IGM – 16 April 2021 

15 April 2021 

Highly qualified professors of medicine and epidemiologists have been on TV today talking about the 
(as we see it) incredible decisions made by some countries to discontinue or restrict the 
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine.  My theory is that governments may fear the charge that they are 
deliberately killing people more than when a virus kills them as it’s nature at work and not their 
actions.  That so many more will die without the vaccine than with it seems to us totally obvious.  As 



one doctor put it today, overseas governments will have to account for the high number of 
preventable deaths to their electorates whereas the number who die from blood clots is 
comparatively trivial. 

I have had my first haircut this year and feel normal again.  The shops are open and there is a bustle 
of people in town. 

         IGM – 15 April 2021 

 

14 April 2021 

MPs meet the airline industry today to discuss the ‘traffic-light’ system which will determine foreign 
travel.  Green-light countries = no problem.  Amber and red = some form of quarantine.  We hope 
that by July Europe will be green.  The (for us anyway) counterintuitive behaviour of some European 
leaders towards the life-saving (at least) 0.000095% safe vaccines may prevent this.  In that case we 
would look to see that the first few days of the Course would count as quarantine.  Too early to 
explore this possibility. 

         IGM – 14 April 2021 

13 April 2021 

One parent driven by fear cancels.  Three parents driven by hope apply.  People are so different. 

         IGM – 13 April 2021 

12 April 2021 

Shops and hairdressers are now open.  One more step towards normality. 

         IGM – 12 April 2021 

11 April 2021 

Anyone trying to book a ticket to the UK is told there is a 10-day quarantine.  This is quite likely to 
change over the next few weeks, so parents are asked not to book flights yet.  My update memo 
here refers. 

         IGM – 11 April 2021 

10 April 2021 

English UK is saying: ‘We are pleased that the government has maintained its aim for international 
travel to start from 17 May, if circumstances allow. However, we are disappointed that this 
framework does not provide certainty or reassurance for the UK’s English language teaching sector.  

 Our sector relies entirely on an international market. Our customers have been cut off by Covid-19 
restrictions and we cannot replace them with domestic ones. 

 We are particularly concerned that English language students who wish to travel to the UK in the 
short and critical summer season will be discouraged by the high cost of PCR tests and the threat of 
countries moving between categories at short notice. We call on the government to clarify the 
details of how countries will be categorised, commit to regular reviews of the green list, and re-
consider permitting the use of cheaper lateral flow tests in place of expensive PCR tests.’ 

https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Covid_update_30_March_2021_5d87755110.pdf


I shall keep readers of this diary posted. 

         IGM – 10 April 2021 

9 April 2021 

The Transport Secretary is now saying that it is not his advice not to book summer holidays.  It is also 
hardly a ringing endorsement to book one.  He tells us there will be a traffic-light’ system soon and 
countries on the ‘green list’ will be easy to visit and have visitors from.  This may be made known on 
17 May. 

         IGM – 9 April 2021 

8 April 2021 

I have had the same number of new applicants from those parents who assume the Course will 
proceed as the number of cancellations from those parents sure that it will not.  I see the power of 
the media to instil fear. 

         IGM – 8 April 2021 

7 April 2021 

The news media report concerns about the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine because there is an 
unproven risk of a 1 in 0.000095% chance of a blood clot and a far higher chance of dying from Covid 
if unvaccinated.  I don’t understand the fear. 

         IGM – 7 April 2021 

6 April 2021 

News media ramping up fears of the vaccine causing very unusual clotting in a very small number of 
people compared with the huge number spared from contracting the disease. 

After the hottest March day since 1968, today it snowed.

 

         IGM – 6 April 2021 

 

5 April 2021 

At a news conference today, the PM has stated that the roadmap to lockdown is on track.  This 
means international travel can start on 17 May.  The plan is that travellers from countries with a low 



rate of infection/high rate of vaccination will be allowed into the UK.  At the moment, this excludes 
much of Europe, but this may change over the next few months. 

In the UK, we are now entitled to two free tests per week. 

Shops and hairdressers will open on 12 April. 

         IGM – 5 April 2021 

4 April 2021 

Having had a few days of summer earlier this week, snow is now forecast with winds coming from 
the Arctic.  It will, at least, stop hoards of young people gathering in open spaces now that we are 
allowed to go where we please in England and meet in a group of six outside. 

         IGM – 4 April 2021 

3 April 2021 

The first noises from the Government about a ‘traffic-light’ system to operate inbound travel in the 
summer.  At the moment there is no travelling.  This is due to be lifted on 17 May.  Countries will 
have a green, amber or red colour attached to them.  More may emerge from the PM on Monday. 

         IGM – 3 April 2021 

2 April 2021 

The Chief Medical Officer has said: ‘Lockdowns are unlikely to be needed again as Britain learns to 
treat coronavirus like flu.  Up to 25,000 people die in a bad flu year without anyone noticing and that 
accepting some Covid deaths would be the price of keeping schools and business open and allowing 
people to live a ‘whole life’.  The Government would only be forced to ‘pull the alarm cord’ if a 
dangerous variant arrived, against which people had no immunity and which sparked exponential 
growth. Covid is not going to go away. You've got to work out what's a rational policy to this and 
here I would differentiate quite a lot between a pandemic environment and what you get with 
seasonal flu.’ 

It looks like a return to normal here will happen on 21 June, but we await news on inbound and 
outbound travel on Monday.  This may remain restricted to high infection areas during the summer. 

         IGM – 2 April 2021 

1 April 2021 

Europe's vaccination rollout has been ‘unacceptably’ slow and is prolonging the pandemic, the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) has said. 

A WHO report says ‘variants of concern’ are continuing to spread across the continent so speeding 
up the vaccination rollout was ‘crucial’. 

‘Vaccines present our best way out of this pandemic. Not only do they work, they are also highly 
effective in preventing infection.’ 

         IGM – 1 April 2021 

31 March 2021 



With a neighbouring country going into lockdown again, the seriousness of the situation in Europe is 
clear.  There are calls to ‘red list’ travellers from this and other countries so they are quarantined in 
government-run hotels.  In the meantime, more countries stop the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine 
against WHO and EMA advice and in spite of its evident success in the UK. 

         IGM – 31 March 2021 

30 March 2021 

Today is the warmest March day since 1968 at 22°.  The latest Covid Update is here. 

         IGM – 30 March 2021 

29 March 2021 

New legislation that came into law today means overseas holidays are now illegal, with Brits facing a 
£5,000 fine if they attempt to travel abroad without a ‘reasonable excuse’. 

Also today we are allowed to travel freely within England and meet in a group of six outside.  We can 
meet no one inside.  This has been the case all year. 

From my friend in Israel, I read: ‘As over 75% of the adult population in IL is already fully vaccinated, 
things are getting back to a quasi normal state. Public gatherings are allowed again, concert halls and 
theatres are open (at half capacity though, with plenty of empty seats in between the audience).  
International travel is slowly being resumed, currently to a select list of countries where there is 
multilateral recognition of state vaccination certificates (for us it would be Cyprus, Greece, UAE & 
the Seychelles!). There is emphasis on traveling with/to fully vaccinated people. So for example, 
Royal Caribbean has sailings out of Haifa, where they guarantee all staff and passengers that are 
allowed onboard, to be vaccinated. Hotels, airlines, restaurants are all making a point that they offer 
social interactions with vaccinated guests and staff. I am looking forward to having the UK on this list 
soon.’ 

It's a beautiful day, trees in bud, redolent of summer with the temperature over 20°. 

        
         IGM – 29 March 2021 

28 March 2021 

‘Ministers will discuss whether France should be placed on the "red list" on Tuesday after Oliver 
Dowden signalled that the "very worrying" third Covid wave in Europe could scupper holidays 
abroad this summer’ – The Telegraph today.  The noose may be tightening. 

         IGM – 28 March 2021 

 27 March 2021 

https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Covid_update_30_March_2021_5d87755110.pdf


The COVID-19 Genomics (COG-UK) Consortium has been supporting genomic surveillance efforts to 
identify variants of the SARS-CoV-2 virus in the genome sequencing data from the UK.  This is how 
naturally-occurring mutations have been detected and why, sadly, the name of our country has been 
affixed to one of these.  To combat mutations, a booster-jab for the autumn is being developed for 
those who will have had the second jab.  The work being done by scientists is just remarkable. 

News of new lockdowns in Europe has highlighted how comprehensive the UK lockdown has been 
for many months and how efficacious it and the vaccine strategy have been.  We shall be out of it in 
stages with haircuts from 12 April and complete freedom on 21 June.  Such a contrast to the awful 
news from many continental countries. 

         IGM – 27 March 2021 

26 March 2021 

In today’s ‘Telegraph’: ‘There is no scientific basis for restricting overseas travel for vaccinated 
Britons, the head of the Covid Symptom Tracker app study at King’s College London has said.  
Professor Tim Spector said he thought that the UK was “in a much better place than many people 
are telling us” and that he was “not worried too much about what’s happening abroad”.  Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson has hinted that international travel restrictions may not be eased as early as 
was first indicated, on May 17, amid concerns of a “third wave” in Europe.   But Professor Spector 
said rising rates would make no difference to vaccinated Britons. “If you’ve been vaccinated, and 
many of the elderly people have, there’s no scientific rationale to stop them from travelling,” he told 
the Press Association.  

His comments were echoed by Mark Woolhouse, professor of infectious disease epidemiology at the 
University of Edinburgh. “If the Government chooses to curtail travel, that will not prevent the 
problem, that will not prevent the next wave,” he said. “The idea that somehow bringing in extra 
cases from overseas tips the balance and sends us into an epidemic we wouldn’t have had without 
that is just simply wrong.”’ 

These days, however, over-reaction and nonsense appear to have become the norm. 

         IGM – 26 March 2021 

25 March 2021 

The ‘stay at home’ rule that we have had since the beginning of January will end on Monday.  
Today’s news is that infections are now down 94% since the peak.  The risk of the NHS being 
overwhelmed seems to have passed, so we look forward to the gradual restoration of normality and 
a summer of freedom.  If the summer can enable people to travel from overseas remains in doubt, 
however.  It may be that we are looking at restarting a year later than envisaged.  I am planning on 
making VacStuds as suitable for 18/19s as younger ones. 

         IGM – 25 March 2021 

24 March 2021 

The UK illness numbers continue to fall and vaccine numbers to rise.  There is talk about putting a 
close neighbour on the ’red list’ which means that only UK residents from that country will be 
allowed in and they will then have to quarantine in an hotel.  It seems that the restrictions on life in 
the UK have been more draconian than elsewhere which, plus the superb vaccine rollout, means 
that we have the end in sight. 



         IGM – 24 March 2021 

23 March 2021 

The anniversary of the first lockdown.  I have always wanted 23 March to be just my birthday and 
not famous for anything else, but here it now is – the National Day of Reflection - with a minute's 
silence at 12:00 GMT with people encouraged to light up their doorsteps that night.  Prominent 
buildings and landmarks will also be illuminated across the UK.  What a disaster this has been for the 
world and the UK has fared badly during this time.  Now, at least there is hope with the vaccine. 

It’s a mild spring day and the garden looks glorious. 

 

         IGM – 23 March 2021 

22 March 2021 

The sun is shining and the daffodils are blooming.  Summer is round the corner.  I sense that we will 
be well on the way back to normality on 21 June. 

Over 0.8 million were vaccinated yesterday.  A new record.  On our news we are told that one of our 
neighbours’ leaders banned the vaccine saying it didn’t work, then allowed it but not for the over-
65s, then banned it because it was unsafe, then allowed it, then banned it for the under-55s.  That 
country now has low confidence in the vaccine and surging case numbers.  Hardly surprising with 
such mixed messages.  Were it not so serious, it would be hilarious. 

My fingers are crossed that such mishandlings don’t set everything back another year. 

         IGM – 22 March 2021 

21 March 2021 

Another record day for vaccinations yesterday – 0.7 million.  The prevailing mood here is one of 
optimism.  More than half the population is now vaccinated. 

Parliament will be debating the opening up of international travel from mid-May.  We hope that our 
neighbours will see the success of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine in the UK and embrace it with our 



evidence-based confidence.  After nearly two months, I have no adverse post-vaccination symptoms, 
nor has anyone I know. 

         IGM – 21 March 2021 

20 March 2021 

Half the UK population has now been vaccinated.  Yesterday was a record – 0.66 million in one day.  
We contrast this with yesterday’s zero in many neighbouring countries. 

How this life-saver can be viewed as anything but escapes me. 

         IGM – 20 March 2021 

19 March 2021 

More suggestions from government ministers about freedoms dependent on either proof of 
vaccination or a recent negative test show awareness that not everyone can or needs to be 
vaccinated. 

The Europeans have now been told what was obvious all along – that the Oxford/AstraZeneca 
vaccine is safe.  All that has been achieved by this over-caution and the ignorant comments of some 
leaders is that those hesitant about having a vaccine are now more hesitant, the roll-out has been 
slowed down and people are dying unnecessarily.  Fortunately, none of this applies to the UK.  We 
look forward to freedom day on 21 June. 

         IGM – 19 March 2021 

18 March 2021 

As some European countries open their borders from May to those with proof of vaccination (for 
those who can be vaccinated) or a negative Covid test (for those who can’t), a possible future for 
VacStuds 2021 is looking a little clearer.  We await a decision from the UK government. 

Since writing to all parents with links to various messages on the website, just two families have 
taken the view that, in the case of one, restrictions will not be lifted and, in the case of the other, 
that contact with foreigners may be risky.  I cannot logicalize these views. 

         IGM – 18 March 2021 

17 March 2021 

In the UK, we continue to find it counterintuitive that so many European governments have decided 
that the definite risk of death is preferable to that of a small number of clots which the WHO and 
EMA have said loudly are not connected to the vaccine.  This ‘pause’ lets the virus spread and gives 
ammunition to the anti-vaxers and those who are nervous all over the world.  What they are doing is 
dangerous. 

The UK total vaccinated approaches 25 million. 

         IGM – 17 March 2021 

16 March 2021 

‘Baffled’ – our scientists’ reaction to the news that so many countries have decided to pause the life-
saving Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine because of fears that have been deemed unfounded by the WHO 



and have not been an issue in the huge roll-out in the UK.  I am minded of a quotation often 
attributed to Mark Twain: ‘I have had many challenges in my life.  Most of them have never 
happened.’ 

History will record many actions in this time as just so much hype and nonsense.  In this case, it’s 
nonsense that may cost lives. 

         IGM – 16 March 2021 

15 March 2021 

An ‘International travel resumption plan’ is to be given by April 12.  A successor to the Global Travel 
Taskforce will be created by government, and report on when international travel might resume by 
April 12, the prime minister has announced. 

It’s all part of the UK gradually getting back to normal in stages. 

I’m following the Covid-19 Vaccine Tracker here. 

         IGM – 15 March 2021 

14 March 2021 

This from a contact in a European country: ‘Bars are packed here. Restaurants have queues. The 
(another European country is mentioned) are coming over in droves to take advantage of the relaxed 
approach. And my neighbour who is 75 is still waiting for her vaccination. Watch this space!’ 

Autres pays, autres moeurs. 
 
I have created another update for parents - here. 
         IGM – 14 March 2021 
 

13 March 2021 

The local picture here in Newbury: ‘In the last 7 days we have had 44 new cases with a current 
weekly case rate of 27.8 per 100,000 population. We are continuing to see a decline in our case 
rates, with our rates now lower than both the regional and national average.’ 

The good news in the UK continues. 

We look with sorrow and incredulity at some of our neighbours. 

         IGM – 13 March 2021 
12 March 2021 

‘The problem with spontaneous reports of suspected adverse reactions to a vaccine is the enormous 
difficulty of distinguishing a causal effect from a coincidence.’  This from a UK professor of 
pharmacoepidemiology. In the UK we have an abundance of people who have taken the vaccine 
without problems while some other countries exercise an abundance of caution in denying people a 
vaccine which is proven to reduce hospital admissions.  The politicisation of the vaccination process 
exacerbates the situation for the benefit only of politicians.  In the meantime, the UK powers ahead. 

         IGM – 12 March 2021 

11 March 2021 

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-distribution/
https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Covid_update_13_March_2021_e9535c736a.pdf


The news today is that some European countries are halting giving the Oxford/AstraZenaca vaccine 
after 22 reports of blood clots among more than three million people who have had the dose.  It’s 
odd that they are raising concerns about a vaccine they are raising concerns about not having 
enough of.  With getting on for 40% of the adult UK population having been vaccinated, it isn’t a 
problem for us. 

I have just finished staffing the 2021 Course.  We now wait for our young people to arrive. 

         IGM – 11 March 2021 

10 March 2021 

The straightforward UK vaccine roll-out has reached nearly 24 million.  It’s based solely on the 
likelihood of death and this is fundamentally down to age.  The simple system has likely helped keep 
numbers vaccinated high. 

Restrictions on travel out of the UK are due to be lifted on 17 May. 

         IGM – 10 March 2021 

9 March 2021 

With vaccination being a life-saver, it is disturbing to see how slow other European countries are in 
giving it to people.  We are told not enough doses were ordered and that there is a legacy of 
mistrust left by leaders deliberately giving misinformation about them.  The following table seems to 
say it all: 

  



         IGM – 9 March 2021 

8 March 2021 

The schools in the UK have re-opened today.  I hope the universities will re-open next term.  
Wonderful though it is to have had all my sons home for so long, it would be great to have some 
alone time for a change. 

         IGM – 8 March 2021 

7 March 2021 

I keep discovering from my contacts and friends in other countries how far behind the UK other 
Europeans are.  With what gets us out of this crisis invented and being rolled-out, it seems 
remarkable that it isn’t being done at greater speed. 

         IGM – 7 March 2021 

6 March 2021 

In recognition of the fact that we are Covid-secure, we have the UK ‘Good to Go’ kite-mark – here.  
Our certificate is here. 

         IGM – 6 March 2021 

5 March 2021 

Mary Hare have responded positively to my suggestion to offer work experience during the Course.  
Not only is there the charity for the deaf, but there is also the Hearing Centre, Hearing Aid Repair 
Shop and the Arlington Arts theatre.  More later. 

More than 40% of the adult UK population has now been offered vaccines.  A real success story. 

         IGM – 5 March 2021 

4 March 2021 

All young people have lost out in this dreadful period.  Coming to VacStuds will be a welcome return 
to sociability and human contact.  Nevertheless, some of our young people will not be quite so 
young.  I’d like to add an aspect to the Course that will make their stay with us even more relevant.  
Work-experience is something universities expect to see.  I know that the VacStuds experience itself 
is a useful addition to a CV and an application form, but I think we can add something else.  I have 
asked Mary Hare if they can see a way to offer work experience with their on-site national charity for 
the deaf.  If so, I shall add this as an option (no-cost, of course) for 2021 and thereafter. 

         IGM – 4 March 2021 

3 March 2021 

I have published an update for 2021 parents here. 

         IGM – 3 March 2021 

2 March 2021 

Rates of hospitalisations in the UK continue to decrease and the number vaccinated goes up.  Both 
the Pfizer and Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccines are shown to have 80% effectiveness at reducing illness, 

https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Good_To_Go_England_Green_1_8d4e8f3010.jpg
https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Were_Good_To_Go_certificate_V3_reduced_9bd75f2882.jpg
https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Covid_update_3_March_2021_88b7d470b4.pdf


etc. after just one jab.  From what we hear from the EU, there is still reluctance to have this 
lifesaving vaccination and the vaccination rates are still low.  It’s hard to imagine how this happened 
in the first place and why the situation is continuing. 

         IGM – 2 March 2021 

1 March 2021 

It’s the ‘Brazil variant’ that is causing excitement in the news media today.  The experts can’t say yet 
if the vaccines will be effective against this or other variants because they haven’t been tested 
against them as they so recent.  Therefore, it can be said that the vaccines may not be so effective.  
It can, of course, also be said that the vaccines may be just as effective, but to maintain the tension, 
the media prefer to stress the negative.  It’s because the UK is one of the best in the world at 
genomes that these variants are spotted here.  They are, of course, in many other places. 

         IGM – 1 March 2021 

28 February 2021 

About 33% of the UK population has now been vaccinated.  A tremendous achievement. 

Even the weather is great – clear blue skies and sunshine. 

         IGM – 28 February 2021 

27 February 2021 

The news is reporting that items on social media about the words of a European leader that the 
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine was ineffective just before it was (1) declared effective for all ages by 
the WHO and (2) has been shown to be incredibly effective in tests in the UK and in reducing 
infections and hospitalisations have resulted in some people in the UK refusing the vaccine.  Words 
have consequences.  These words were apparently uttered to stop complaints about the slow roll-
out.  People in power have just that – power – even when they are ignorant of the facts and just 
wrong.  

         IGM – 27 February 2021 

26 February 2021 

We have one of my former students staying with us for his 10-day isolation.  We are having fun.  He 
is telling us about the ‘rules’ in his country – autres pays; autres moeurs.  It makes me more 
appreciative of the way our government is handling this.   

The theatres are planning to re-open from May, but in a limited way.  Too limited for us at the 
moment – only 6 tickets per booking allowed - so I think we may be putting on our own shows in the 
summer.  With our talented Sports/Social crew, this will not be a problem. 

         IGM – 26 February 2021 

25 February 2021 

The news today is that five times as many people in the UK have been vaccinated than in the EU 
countries and that people in the EU are declining the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine although it has 
been declared safe and effective for all ages by the WHO.  The supposition is because political 



leaders in certain countries for their internal purposes raised doubts about the efficacy of the 
vaccine before the WHO had given its verdict.  Quite ridiculous and dangerous. 

I have had the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine myself.  All is fine.  Numbers of those affected in the UK 
are shooting downwards thanks to the vaccine. 

         IGM – 25 February 2021 

24 February 2021 

The value of the £ against the € has shot up to pre-pandemic levels.  I’m sure the reason is that we 
are psychologically on track to normality.  We have to get over the next few months and then, at the 
start of summer, we are free.  The boost this gives to morale cannot be underestimated.  I very much 
hope that our neighbours in Europe are on a similar path.  If we can do it, surely they can. 

As the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine has been shown to prevent transmission, its effectiveness is now 
even greater than we had hoped.  Good news all round. 

         IGM – 24 February 2021 

23 February 2021 

The Prime Minister has revealed his ‘roadmap out of lockdown’.  The super speed of the vaccine roll-
out , the decrease in the numbers in hospital and the acceptance by the politicians that covid is a 
disease that can and must be lived with has led to various target dates being set – the end date 
being 21 June when all restrictions will end. 

This should mean that international travel into the UK is permitted.  We shall see what covid tests 
are required. 

It looks as if VacStuds 2021 is set to go. 

The concern remains that the numbers vaccinated in the UK as of now is greater than the whole EU. 

         IGM – 23 February 2021 

22 February 2021 

This evening, the PM will speak to the nation about his ‘roadmap to the end of lockdown’.  So far we 
have learned that on 21 June: ‘All legal limits removed on mixing will be removed and the last 
sectors to remain closed, such as nightclubs, will reopen. Large events can take place.’ 

What is of particular interest for me is what he intends to do about international travel. 

18 million have now been vaccinated with all adults to be offered a vaccine by the end of July. 

         IGM – 22 February 2021 

21 February 2021 

All adults are now promised a vaccine by the end of July 2021.   This is great news as all the 
vulnerable will have been given their second vaccines by April and all those not so vulnerable by the 
summer.  Unless the government wants to go for zero covid which will mean permanent lockdown, 
the risks will have been minimized. 



This, at least, will be the case in this country which leaves the fear of possible infection from those 
countries where the disease is still rife.  I hope it will be possible to reinstate travel corridors.  If not, 
we shall have a problem. 

         IGM – 21 February 2021 

 

20 February 2021 

It seems that our political leader is dropping us some crumbs of comfort.  Care Home residents will 
be allowed one nominated visitor.  It also seems that we may be allowed to meet another person 
outside, sitting down.  No doubt when all this is over, these arbitrary restrictions will be seen to have 
been of no benefit and their lifting another example of how we have been treated as children.  All 
this follows years of neglect of public health and health education. 

A ‘roadmap’ out of lockdown is promised for 22 February. 

         IGM – 20 February 2021 

 

19 February 2021 

An epidemiologist has stated this morning that TV reports last summer that crowded beaches would 
lead to ‘super-spreading’ of the virus have been found to have no basis.  I have the feeling that the 
same will be said of the sledgehammer of hotel quarantine being used to crack a walnut.  Time will 
tell. 

The vultures are circling.  I have received a letter – clearly not sent to me alone – asking if I would 
like to sell Vacational Studies.  They tell me ‘our criteria is simple’.  Even if they had realized that 
‘criteria’ is the plural of ‘criterion’ and needs a plural verb, I wouldn’t have been interested.  
Vacational Studies won’t be sold… 

         IGM – 19 February 2021 

 

18 February 2021 

I woke to birdsong this morning.  The sudden mild spell has created a false spring. 

I had an e-mail, too, from a parent with photos of her daughter and her VacStuds friends with 
stunning Venetian backdrops telling me how much they are looking forward to the Course and 
asking me to confirm that it is still on.  I was happy to reply that, as far as I am concerned, it is.  I 
cannot predict if the airlines will be flying but, whatever tests or precautions we have to take, we will 
be on top of it.  I also assured her that – no matter what happens – Vacational Studies will continue.  
If the authorities prevent 2021 from happening, I shall ask everyone to roll forward to 2022.  Let’s 
hope this won’t be necessary. 

         IGM – 18 February 2021 

17 February 2021 

As our way out of the crisis is the vaccines, it is really concerning to see how slow the roll-out is.  This 
is a comparative chart for 15 February: 



 

         IGM – 17 February 2021 

16 February 2021 

The news in the UK remains positive.  The vaccine graphs show the UK way out in front of the rest of 
Europe.  This is a concern.  While it’s true that no one’s safe until we’re all safe, the object has 
always been to keep hospitals from being overwhelmed and this aim will soon be achieved in the UK.  
Having zero covid will be an impossibility unless we close our borders and keep to ourselves for a 
prolonged period.  During this time, we become poor and mad.  So it’s a balance.  Already vaccines 
are in development to deal with variants. 

Although the UK may be on top of the crisis in a few months, fingers are crossed that the 
government won’t look at the rest of Europe and see danger. 

         IGM – 16 February 2021 

15 February 2021 

Suddenly – and temporarily – we have spring with sunshine and a temperature of +13C. 

So far, 15 million of us in the UK have been vaccinated.  The vaccine roll-out is going very well.  I still 
have no side-effects whatsoever and have a card showing that I have been vaccinated. 

Today, 11 nights hotel room quarantine for those coming from high-infection countries begins. 

A group of 60 Conservative MPs are demanding an end to all restrictions from the end of April. 



I am struck by how many people now see other people as a source of danger.  Even when masked in 
a supermarket, some look fearful as other shoppers approach at the 2m distance.  I sense that this 
behaviour may take time to unlearn. 

         IGM – 15 February 2021 

14 February 2021 

A bitingly cold day again with just the brave snowdrops and crocus in the rock-hard soil adding 
colour to the garden. 

A scientist on the news today was positive about the UK figures and sees the end of our lockdown as 
imminent.  He said that the numbers of dead are misleading as 1500 die each day and the 600 covid-
related include many who would sadly have died anyway.  Hospital admissions are way down. 

The most vulnerable have now all been offered the vaccine and most have taken it up.  The next 
group will be offered the vaccine tomorrow and all over-50s and vulnerable should be jabbed by the 
end of April. 

The situation in the UK looks optimistic.  The PM will announce a ‘roadmap’ out of lockdown on 22 
February. 

 

         IGM – 14 February 2021 

 

13 February 2021 

‘If 70% are vaccinated, population immunity is established’ a prominent epidemiologist stated today.  
The UK’s vaccine roll-out continues apace with nearly 15 million already vaccinated.  The 
Government’s target of vaccinating all those vulnerable by 15 February was reached two days early.  
The NHS is doing a brilliant job.  The light at the end of the tunnel shines brighter. 

On the news, there is talk about a ‘national day of remembrance’ for those who lost their lives in this 
pandemic.  The suggestion is that it should be 23 March.  I have always wanted my birthday to be 
special for me and, since childhood, hoped that some national event would not happen on the same 
day.  In 2019, it was the day of the march through London against Brexit and my first experience of 
being in a peaceful protest with a million others.  Last year it was the start of the first-ever national 
lockdown.  Quite what 23 March 2021 will be, I wait and see. 

Today is bitingly cold and way below zero.  My fountain this morning tells the story… 



 

         IGM – 13 February 2021 

 

12 February 2021 

Messages from far-flung countries have made me realise that I have become blasé about having had 
the Oxford/AstraZeneca jab.  It’s fine.  I’m great.  No side-effects whatsoever. 

And it didn’t hurt a bit.  I look forward to my next in April. 

Maybe knowing since last spring that it was coming (my neighbour works on its distribution) has 
helped keep me buoyant.  This is what is getting us out of this crisis.  The UK vaccine roll-out is 
super-efficient.  I in 5 of us are already jabbed and we will all be jabbed by May.  Excess vaccine will 
go to other countries. 

I’m told that the Australians were waiting to see what happened to us Poms.  Now everyone knows 
that the vaccine is safe, that it’s having a huge effect on numbers and that the WHO approves, let’s 
hope our friends elsewhere catch up. 

The news today is that UK mental health referrals for young people are up 240%.  This is going to be 
a lasting legacy of lockdown.  I hope that VacStuds and Masterclass will, in a small way, help. 

         IGM – 12 February 2021 

 

11 February 2021 

The World Health Organisation (who presumably know more about these matters than certain 
European leaders) have said that the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine is safe for all adults, including 
those over 65. 

Great news.  The UK’s rollout of this vaccine is fast and efficient.  This is our way out of the crisis. 

The Health Secretary was on the news this morning assuring us that his summer holiday is booked.  
The caveat was that he might have to cancel it.  It strikes me that life as normal continues for these 
politicians.  They are paid the same, get out and about, use their skills, meet people and have 
absolutely no conception of what life is like for the rest of us. 

Those of us who take care not to be expectorated on have, by and large, escaped the disease.  What 
none of us can escape from are the mental and economic repercussions of the actions of politicians.  
This is what will haunt society for generations.  This is why I am convinced that the work we do is the 
very best experience a young person can have at any time and especially at this time. 

Parents need to keep their nerve and see how the politicians reconcile what is right with what looks 
right for the inevitable public enquiry that will follow. 



         IGM – 11 February 2021 

10 February 2021 

Today the news is full of the 10-day quarantine for people entering the UK.  If they come in from 33 
‘red’ countries with high infection, they have to be transported to a hotel and remain there for 10 
days with two tests in this time – at their own expense.  Anyone not revealing they are from one of 
these countries will get 10 years in prison. 

Unbelievable. 

10 years is the maximum sentence for threats to kill, non-fatal poisoning or indecent assault. 

We have the expression ‘shutting the stable door after the horse has bolted.’  This is exactly that. 

Whatever variants people may have brought in are already here and the virus mutates constantly 
anyway.  The scientists say the vaccines work against these variants.  That we find is because the UK 
is world-leading in Genomics. 

Politicians must think it makes people feel safer to keep foreigners and their variants out. 

Here is the brilliant Tom Peck in today’s Independent. 

Meanwhile, the vaccine rollout continues at speed.  I saw for myself at Newbury Racecourse, 
hundreds of people, like me, getting vaccinated.  A fantastic effort by the National Health Service. 
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https://vacational-studies.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Tom_Peck_in_today_s_Independent_aa7ebf02f2.pdf

